time to have attended us, if it shall please your Majesty to direct that the said officers shall attend us with their precedents, we shall give your M. faithful report of them as we have done of the other."
Of these precedents we hear no more. I presume therefore that none were pi'oduced ; and what Coke might have been able to say in answer to the arguments urged by the Learned Counsel in their certificate must be left to conjecture. The decree, however, had not been issued without giving him. a fair opportunity for saying what he had to say in defense of his own position. On the 26th of June he had been called before the Council to answer certain charges, formally preferred against him by the Solicitor General. Of these, hJs conduct in the matter of the Prsemunire was one; and on that occasion, if he did not acknowledge the validity of the argument by which the King's order was justified, he did distinctly acknowledge the validity of the order itself. After urging some considerations in excuse rather than justification of what was past, he " added also further " (say the Council in reporting the proceeding to the King), " that for the time to come no man should make any opposition; for that the Judges having received your Majesty's commandment by the Attorney General that no bill of that nature should be hereafter received, he and his brethren have caused the same to be entered as an order in the same Court; which shall be observed''' It was with the allowance therefore of Coke himself (who did not on this occasion find it necessary to wait " till the case should be ") that the question was settled, and settled according to the view which Bacon took of it.
But although Coke thereby acknowledged that the King had authority to decide the question, it does not follow that he thought he had decided it rightly: and it is due to him to add that, though he never raised any dispute, about it in Council or in Parliament while ho, and that we have been attended by the Clerks of the Chancery with the precedents of that Court, and have not yet been attended by any officers of the King's Bench with any precedents of indictments, although we required them and gave them convenient             ,
